Epilepsy in the elderly: the use of tiagabine.
The incidence of epilepsy increases sharply in patients older than 60 years. There is a clear need for clinical trials designed specifically for this age group, as elderly patients differ from younger patients with epilepsy with respect to seizure etiology, coexisting diseases, concomitant drug therapy, and drug disposition. The new antiepileptic drugs (AEDs) are often associated with fewer side effects than are the traditional AEDs and may be particularly useful in the elderly. The pharmacokinetics of tiagabine (TGB) are not significantly modified in elderly patients, although elimination is more rapid in the presence of enzyme-inducing AEDs. Efficacy and tolerability data on TGB in elderly patients is currently limited, and a formal trial of TGB monotherapy in this age group is needed.